In contrast to the strictures of the Hays Code that sought to banish moral ambiguity from the movies, there is no clear right and wrong in the moral world of the 70s film; the movies are character-rather than plot-driven, there is often no path toward redemption, and "open" endings replace the traditional closure of Hollywood happy endings. The films of this style are more "realistic" and more pessimistic than the traditional Hollywood offerings; they also are critical of American pieties about patriotism, duty, the superiority of our political system, etc. Influenced by the French "New Wave", their film style is "often shaky, darker, filtered, or grainy" and sometimes with editing that breaks the rule of the classical Hollywood style, e.g., jump cuts inspired by the French film 'À bout de souffle (Breathless)'.
There of course remained plenty of the traditional escapist American fare ('Dirty Harry', The Sting' 'The Exorcist', 'The Poseidon Adventure'), but many of the most successful films of this period fall in this non-traditional category. BBS Productions made a deal, for example, with Columbia Pictures, to make six films with a budget ceiling of $1 million and with no studio interference. This deal yielded some of the best Seventies films: 'Five Easy Pieces', 'The Last Picture Show' and 'The King of Marvin Gardens'.
These politically and socially engaged films were largely pushed aside by the rise of the pop culture blockbuster (e.g., 'Jaws' 1975 and 'Star Wars' 1977) . ____________________________________________________________________________ For your second essay, I will ask you to write about three of the films listed below, no more than one from a given chapter of the Kirshner book.
The point will be to define the 70s Film and to elucidate the differences of your three films from traditional Hollywood fare ('The Hollywood Style'). Your essay will necessarily include the picture your films paint of politics, culture, and society in 1970s America.
The paper is due May 8.
It is not necessary to read the entire book. I ask you to read the Prologue, Chapter 1, and the three chapters from which you have chosen your films. The essay should address the question; it should be 3-4 pages long (at least 750 words); it should be well-written and typewritten; it should include at least 8 (eight) citations from the Kirshner book taken from at least three different chapters.
While recognizing that different films reference different aspects of "70s" culture, you should make an effort to unify the essay into a coherent interpretation.
You may use the MLA format, the Chicago format, or any other that pleases you so long as it makes sense.
Include a Works Cited section, which lists the Kirshner book, any other printed or electronic source you used, and the three films that you viewed. By including the films you are certifying (testifying under oath) that you watched them.
For the sake of legibility, please double-space.
Your essay has two goals: to show your insight into the material treated; and to demonstrate to your instructor that you have seen the three films you chose and have read the book! ____________________________________________________________________________ Films analyzed -by chapter 
